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To the Right Reverend Fa- 
ther in God, F AMES, 

by Divine Permiſſion ; 

Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. 


My Lord, 


Grant us your Authority for a Publick 


Lecture a: Wendover, 2 your Zeal © 


to the Good Ends of our Society, Iam re- 
wired in the Name of it to offer this 
2 Fruits to Your Lordſhip, as @ grate- 
ful Acknowledgment of that your Favour 
to Us. | | 

I have the Charity to Believe, that our 
Society in impoſing this untbougbt-of Pub- 
lication on me, haue no Deſign to expoſe 
my Weakneſſes, which are obſervable e- 
nough in this we courſe : But I muſt aſ- 
ſure Your Lordlhip, it is not the eaſt 
Diſcouragement to it, that I ſee ſo many Ex- 
cellent Diſcourſes come Abroad upon the 
like Occaſion, and this ſo ſhort of them 


for Accuracy : But our knowledge of 
Your Lordſhip's great Candour and Good-. 


Alace*it hath pleaſed Your Lordſhip 16 


99 


neſs, makes ws hope it will be accepted, i 


it be but for its good meaning, though it 


eto ſo little of Intrinſick Worth. Such as 


A 2 if 


41 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


[ it » 1 Preſent it 10 Your Lordſhip, and aj 

[| ſure you, that in the Uſe of that Liberty 

Your Lordſhip bath given us, we ſhall ne- 

| ver be incouragers or movers of any Fa- 

11 dion or -Schiſm, nor ſeek to diftingutſh 

| our ſelves, by any ill Methods, from other 

our Brethren of the Clergy; but Hall al- 

ways live in Brotherly Love with them, 

though not of our Society, peaceably purſue 

our OWN 7 eſſed Ends, and always endea - 

vour to be found Obedient to your Father- © 

hood; not doubting we have Your Lordſhip's 

Prayers for the Bleſſing of God upon our 
Endeavours, to whoſe Mercy we humb 

! Commend Your Lordſhip, that he would 

| long Preſerve you in Health and Peace, I am, 


My Lord, 


2 . 
= 
- 


| Your Lordſhip's Obedient 


Son and Servant, 


—— . = 
«; oF 


John Tate. 
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1 COR. XVI. 8, 9. 


8. But Iwill tarry at Epheſus until Pen- 
ticoſt. 


9. For 4 great Door and Effedtnal is 


opened unto me, and there are many 


Adverſaries. 


1 HEN the Nation becomes De- 
| bauch'd, and Profaneneſs and 
Immorality grow Rampant, 


{ 

the Word Reformation kath 
then a grateful ſound to the Ears of them 
that fear God, to them that Sigh and 
Mourn for the Wickedneſs of it, Ezek. 
9. 4. It will be no {mall Joy to thoſe that 


2 Hun- 
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Hunger and Thirlt for Righteouſneſs, to ſee 
a revival of the Practice of Piety in the Land; 
at leaſt ſuch a Reformation that Iniquity 
may ſtop her Mouth, P/al. 107. 42. It is a 
good Omen, that God hith raiſed the Spirits 
of good Men, in ſo many Places of the Land, 
for reforming their bad Neighbours, and 
that with ſo good Succeſs. And it is a Door 
of good Hope of further Succeſs, that 
not only our Gracious Ring and the Par- 
liament to, have publiſhed Proclamations 
and good AQs for the ſuppreſſing Pro- 
taneneſs, &c. but that we have found 


that Zeal in ſeveral worthy Juſtices and- 


other good Magiſtrates to execute them, 


And that nothing might be wanting to Us, 


our Reverend Dioceſan hath now autho- 
rized our Society to have a Monthly Le- 
Jure, to give us Publick Opportunity to 
cry down the too common Immoralities 
and Prophaneneſs by the Word of God, 
which we have hitherto been, and till 
are forc;d to ſuppreſs by the Sword of 
the Magiſtrate, So that now a greater 
Door and more Effetlual is opened to ws, 
(if we have Hearts and Skill to ule it) 
though there be many Adverſaries. And 


now I come to the Words of the Text, 


and in them I ſhall obſerve three Things 
in order to Explication. 1. That a great 
Door and Effectual was opened to the 1 


2 
* 4 
: o . 
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upon 1 COR. 16.8, 9. 7 
ſtle at Epheſiu. 2. That he would tarry 
there and attend it. 3. And that becauſe, 
or though, there were many Adverſaries. 
All this refers to the Story of St. Pau in 
Alle, Chap. 18, 19, and 20. 

1. A great Door and Effectual is opened 
* znts me. q. d. I have here a very hope- 
ful Opportunity of converting theſe Sin- 
ners, of, winning them to the Faith of 
Chriſt. There was not only a great Door, 
but EffeCtual alſo, 25%, Beza renders 
tit operoſum, i. e. ad magnas res Confictendas 
= opportunum, very opportune and fit for 
the effecting great Things: But others 
read it, e, open, which Bega himſelf 
proves of as fitter to carry on the Meta- 
phor; that as an open Door gives En- 
trance into a Houſe, ſo doth Opportunity 
into Things and Buſineſs: So that the 
Door of Opportunity was not only Hope- 
ful, but very Hopeful; and ſeemed fo 
wide, as to invite his utmoſt and moſt vi- 
gorous Indeavours. 
And there were three Things which gave 
= our Apoſtle ſuch great Hope at Epheſus. 
I. The willingneſs and well-prepared- 
® nels of ſeveral People of that City to 
„receive the Doctrine of Chriſt and of his 
s _ Salvation: For when he had been at Ephe- 
t 2} ſas before, not only many waited on his 
- reaching, but when he would go away 
le A 4 from 


— 


trom them, they deſired him to tarry lon- 
ger with them, As 18. 20, 21. But he 
conlented not then, that he might go to 
other Places. And by the way, ſo fer- 
vent in Spirit he was to ſerve his Lord, 
that had in ſuch Mercy called him, that 
if it had been poſhble, he would have 


been Ubiquitary, everywhere at once, to 


do the Wark and Service of his Lord. 
Well, he finds many of the People well 
prepared to receive him, he hath the 
Proſpect of a great Harveſt, . though he 
the only Labourer, ſo far as appears in this 
Story. The Fields began to look white, 
and ready for reaping; as Chriſt ſpeaks, 
John 4. 35. When People are willing to 
* hear the Word, it is vſually then a Diy 


© of Power, and of ettecting great Things. | 
Oſtium operoſum, a Door to great Works 


and good Ettects. 


2dly, Another thing that made the Door 
of Opportunity ſo ctiectual, was the good 
Succeſs he had found there. His beginning 
was but ſmall; we read, As 19. 7. the 
Apoſtles Congregation of Converts was but 
Twelve: But afterwards the Door was ſo 
great, that the Word of God grew migh- ? 


uly, and prevailed, Ver. 20. We will ſup- 


poſe, not only thoſe that were ſo willing 
of his Miniſtry, but even thoſe that were 
nis Adverſaries ; thoſe eminent ones that 
: nd a na CD: 
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1b 1 COR. 16. 8, 9. 
oppoſed his Doctrine, are now overcome, 
and become Obedient to the Faith: For 
he hath now the School of one Tyranmus 
to Preach in, AF. 19. 9. the Blaſphemy of 
the Jews having driven him from the Syna- 
gogue. This Tyrannus was an eminent 
Rhetor ician, ſophrſta fg whoſe Rhe- 
torick, ſay ſome, was ſo Powerful, that 
Auditores ageret, ferretque ; be could 
wr his Hearers this way or that way, as 
te pleaſed. He ſaid, and with ſome pro- 
bability, that he receiv'd the Faith, and 
therefore gave St. Paul the free Uſe ot 
his School. Here are alſo many that uſed 
Magical Arts, and had very valuable 
Books for their Inſtruction : The Devil, 
it ſeems, had formed it into a Science for 
them, yet they are made ſo to ſee the Ini- 
quity of their Way, that they confels ir, 
Tenounce it, and with Deteftaticn and 
Abhorrence caſt their Books into the Fire, 
Such wife Men and eminent Philoſophers 
doubtleſs were greatly admired in that 
Place; and how many other Perſons of 
Eminency for Eſtate or Place were turned 
to the Lord, we may ſuppoſe, -tho'we can- 
not certainly conclude : Yet this we read, 
AF, 19. 31. that ſome Aftarchs, Aſie Prin- 
2 choſen Men of Aſia, that were the 

hief Prieſts to preſide and order their The- 
atral Games, even ſome of theſe bore ſuch a 
| friend- 


—_— 
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friendly Mind towards St. Paul, that they 
took care of his Safety; and ſent to him 
not to hazard his Life by venturing into 
the Theatre: Which ſhews at leaſt their 
good Opinion of his Doctrine, and that 
they were not far from the Kingdom of 
God. Mark 12. 34. All this made the 
Door great and effectual : . For when Per- 
„ ſons of Eminency begin, other People, 
e from the high Opinion of their Under- 
© ſtanding above their own, are eaſily 
© prevailed with to follow. Which pro- 
bably was a Reaſon why St. Paul's Zeal 
broke forth into ſuch a Flame againſt 
Elymas the Sorcerer, for ſeeking to turn 
the Deputy from the Faith, A. 13. 8, 9, 
10. becauſe having gained him, there was 
a Door of Hope open of gaining many 
more. | | 

2dly, Yet further, that which made the 
Opportunity more Hopeful, was the Con- 
veniency of the Place, It was at Epheſas 
where the Apoſtle preached; and from 
whence it's thought he wrote this Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians. 5 2:7 was a Re- 
nowned City, at that time Famous for ma- 
ny things; it being the great x vt 
of Aſia, the great Place of Trade for 
thoſe Parts: The Seat of the Proconſul, 
or chief Governour of thoſe Parts; being 
alfo an Academy, a Place for Study _ 

0 


_— 
— 

* 
— 


7 upon 1 COR. 16.8,9, it 
— F —d 
bot the liberal and inliberal Arts too; ha- 


4 þ 


"7 therefore the People of better Underſtand- 


read of the School of one Hrannus in 
it; a Divinity School, as the learn'd Light- 

foot ſays, whither the People went, atter 
their Worſhip in the Synagogue, to a Di- 
vinity-Lecture; but a Philoſophy and Rhe- 
tor ick: School, ſay others, But eſpecially 
this City was Famous for the Temple of 
their great Goddeſs Diana. This Tem- 
ple was reputed one of the Seven Won- 
ders, or wondrous Fabricks of the World. 
I: is ſaid to be ſome Hundreds of Years in 
building, at the Charge of all Aſia, before 
it came to its Perfection: All theſe things 
cauſed this City to be greatly frequented ; 
and fo great was the Throng and Conflu- 
ence of People from all Parts thither, that 
while the City rang with the New Dc- 
ctrine that Paul Preached, and that for 
about three Years together, the Curiofity 
of Multitudes drew them to hear him, 
inſomuch that St. Lade ſticks not to tell 
us, A, 19. 10. that in that time, all they 


Fa < 


which dwelt in Af, heard the Word of 


the Lord Jeſus, both Jews and Greeks, 
= Thus it appears how great and effeQual 
the Door was to St, Paul's Miniſtry. 
This is the firſt Thing, 
| | | 2d Part, 


ving in it many Schools of Learning; and 


ing probably than in other Places. We 
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þ 24 Part, That the Apoſtle would tar- 
| ry at Epheſus to attend it, and follow it 
with all his Power. [I wii] tarry at Ephe- | 
ſus until Penticoſt) This Penticoft was a2 

Feaſt of the Jews, anſwering in time to 

that which we call Whirſontrde ; as their 
| time of the Paſſeovet did to that which we 
call Eaſter. I. was called the Faſt of 
Weeks; reckoning Seven Weeks, or Fifty 
Days from their Puſeover, and therefore 
called by the Greeks Penticoſ?. ' You 
muſt not think that Paul bei now a 
Chriſtian, did look upon himiclt hound in 
Conſcience to go to Jeruſalem to keep this 
Feaſt: But only becauſe of the multitude 
of Jews and Proſelites that would be there, 
he would be there alſo, thit he might 
have the better Opportunity of publiſhing 
the Goſpel, but at Epheſut he would tarry 
till then; not quite till then neither: 
For how then could he be ar the Feit, it 
being many Diys Journey thithcr ? Nor 
did he ſtay ſo long as he intended, for he 
is forced away by the Tumult raiſed by 
Demetrius, Al. 19. 23. abont a Year, 
(as it is computed ) before he went to Fe- 
ruſalem to that Feaſt. How long he had 
been at Epheſus when he wrote this Epi- 
ſtle to the Corrmthians, we know not; 
but he would tarry there as long as he 
could; ſeeing he had ſo Succeſsfully began, 
he 


per i COR. 16.8, 9. 13 


he would not {lacken his Hand, nor loſe the 
leaſt Opportunity, but would follow his 
Work, whatever Oppoſition he met with, 
and that for theſe Ends or Reaſons. 

1. That he might Covert more of them 


to the Faith of Curiſt, yea, if poſſible, that 


he might Convert them all, and deliver 
thoſe miicrable enſlaved Souls from 
the Power and Bondage of the Devil; that 
there mieht not be left any Adverſaries to 
the Truth and Kingdom of Chriſt : But 
that he might ſo i-ftruct them, and con- 
vince them of the Wickedneſs and Vanity 
of their Idolatry, as might make their I- 
dols Temple forſeken, and as contempti- 
ble and abhori , as in their Ignorance it 
had been defired and reverencd by them. 

24ly, That he might i ſtruct them in all 
the Truths of the Goſpel, even in the 
whole Will of God for their Salvation; 
and that he might do this to Purpoſe, you 
find him ſo indefatigable and unwearied in 
it, that he tells the Elders of Epheſus, 
whom he ſent for to him to Miletus, AZ. 
20. 17, — 20. that they knew he had kept 
back nothing that was Profitable for them: 
But had taught them, not only Publickly, 
but even from Houſe to Houſe, that he 


might declare unto them all the Counſel of 
God, ver. 27. | 


3dly, 


517 


| 0 2. —-˙. : . —————— 


174 


3dly, That he might confirm and ftreng- 
then the weak and wavering; and might 
fix and eſtabliſh them in à right Under. 
ſtand ing and Belief of the Truth. 

4thly, That he might recovet the lapſed, 
or thoſe that were already fallen away ; 
and no doubt they were many, eſpecially 
ſeeing they had ſuch bold and active Lea- 
ders; as Hymeneus, Philetus and Alexan- 
der the Copperſmith ; whoſe Word or 
Heretical Doctrine, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
doth eat as doth a Canker ; who concern- 
ing the Truth have erred, ſaying, thar the 
Reſurrection is paſt already, and over- 
throw the Faith of ſome, 2 Tim. 2.17, 18. 
Theſe Seducers were jo bold, and found 
the Apoſtle ſo much Work, that he firſt 
Excommunicates them, and delivers them 
unto Satan, in terrorem, that they may 
learn not to Blaſpheme. and others may 
tear to follow them, 1 Tim. 1. 20. And 
then he leaves IT mot hy to look after the 
reſt, both to Charge ſome that they Teach 
no other Doctrine than what he had 
Taught them and others; that they ſhould 


not hear them, nor give heed to their Fa- 
bles, 1 Tm. I. 3 


3, 4. 

5th, He would ftay the longer at Ephe- 
Jus allo, that he might ſettle Church-Or- 
der and Government among them: Thar as 
the Church of God increaſed there, he 


might! 


1 Kejormation-Jer mon 


pon 1 D KR. 16. 8, 9. 


might Selett out of it ſuch as he judged 
fitteſt for their Knowledge, Gravity, Pru- 
dence and Zeal, to be the Elders among 
them, to aſſiſt in the Government of them; 


and that he might be wanting to them in 


nothing, he gives them both a form of Do- 
Ctrine or ſound Words; a Creed as the 
Standard of their Faith, the fame for 
Subſtance with the Apoſtles Creed ; and 
Canons alſo for Diſcpline. All this, and 
much more, you may Read in his Epiſtles to 
5 Thus for the Second Part of the 
ext. 

3d. Part. [And there are many Adver- 
ſaries ] Theſe Words are added, either as 
a Reaſon of his ſtaying ſo long at Epheſus, 
or at leaſt that this ſhould not hinder his 
ſtay ing there, nor Diſcourage him in the 
purſuing his Hopeful Opportunity [though 
there be many Adverſaries] That which 
would have diſcouraged others, doth bur 
the more animate him. Such a Soldier 
he was of Chriſt, that he never turned his 
Back to, or hid himſelf from any that be 
counted worth the Conquering ; he was 
for attacking Enemies, and would never 
boaſt in another Man's Line of things made 
ready to his Hand, 2 Cor. 10. 16. Great 
variety of Adverſaries he had to do with 
there, that required the more his Preſence 
and Activity among them, that he 1 
u — 
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ſubdue them., and fortifie others againſt 
their Oppofirion and Infection. He had 
to do with Philoſopbets of all forts, even 
with thoſe that gloried in their Wiſdom 
and Science, falſly ſo called; and deſpiſed 
the Simplicity of Chriſtianity as Igno- 
rance. There were ſwarms of Idolaters; 
and how could it be otherwiſe, Epheſus 
being the very Center of Idolatry ? It was 
alſo Famous, or Infamous rather, for the de- 
viliſhArt of Magick. We read alſo of Schools 
fet up on Purpoſe to propagate this devil- 
iſh Art: For it is ſaid that Apo/lonius 
Tyaness, that Famous Necromancer about 
this time of St. Paul, (for it was about. 
the beginning of Nero's Reign) had ſet up 
a School ar Epheſus for this very Purpoſe. | 
Now where the Devil had ſuch Power, il 
no wonder the Apoſtle had ſuch Adverſa- 
Ties. And this School-magick ſerv'd not 
only to Inſtruct the Heathens in the Myſte- 
ry, bur the very Jews themſelves learn'd 
and pract is d it, to ſerve their Malice a- 
ainſt the Apoſtles. Our Learned Lg hſoot 
n his Chronicle of the New Teſtamenc 
tells us of a Threefold Practice of Op- 
poſition that the Jews uſed in thoſe times, 
and after, againſt the ſpreading of the 
Goſpel. , e 


f. They 


— — 


n 


upon 1 CO R. 16. 8, y- 7 


1. They compoſed a Prayer, or Collect, 
to be daily uſed in their Liturgy againſt 
Hereticks, (for ſo they called the Chri- 
ſtians) that God would deftroy them, as 
Enemies of their Religion, and Troublers 
of Iſrael: Which did both ſerve their 
own Malice, and kept up and nouriſhed, 
eſpecially in the Devout among them, the 
Prejudices they had imbib'd againſt the 
 MDottrige of Chriſtianity. © 
; _ 2dly; They had their Emiſſaries alſo, or 
ſuch as they ſent abroad everywhere. to 
Preach down and Oppole the Chriſtian Do- 


ts of the Apoſtles. 


p 30%, They had many that were skill'd, 
. End practis'd in Magical Arts, who did 
r, Nrany ſtrange Things; and by ſuch falſe 
1- {Wiliracles, ſuch lying Wonders, would 
ot {Wur-face and vilifie the Divine Miracles. 


Theſe did emulate the Apoſtles Miracles; 
d nd ſuch were thoſe Vagabond Jews, Ex- 
reiſts, AF. 19. 13. And ſuch were Bar- 
i, or Elymas the Sorcerer, Att 13.8, 8. 
hat will not Men do to ſerve their mali- 
ious blind Zeal? Flefere ſi nequeo ſuperos-- 
t God will not help, they will try what 


!> Adverſaries, that one would wonder 
lumane Frailty could bear up againft 
em: Bur ſuch a Flame of Zeal for his 
B Lord 


4 
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trine, as we read often of them in the 


e Devil will. Such and ſo many were 


— . — — 
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Lord actuated him, that the Floods of 
Ungodly Men could not quench it; and as 
long as he ſaw any Door of Hope open, 
he would go on, whatever were his Ad- 
verſarjes. And thus for the third and laſt 
Thing, from all which we may inter this 
Propoſition. | 
Prop. That when God gives Opportuni- 
ty for converting and reforming bad Men, 
we ought to attend it with rhe greateft 
Conſtancy and Zeal, how much ſoever, 
or how many 1oever Men be. Adverſaries 
to it, 2 Tim. 4. 2. The Apoſtle adviſes 
Timothy to follow his Steps, viz. To 
preach the Word, to be inſtant in Sea-f 
ſon, out of Seaſon, to Reprove, Rebuke, 
Exhort with all Long ſuffering and Do- 
Arine, 7. c. not only to take the Opportu· 
nities offered him, but to Watch and Catch 
at whatever may be a Seaſon of betterinꝗ 
miſerable blinded Sinners, and for thek 
Reaſons. a 
1. From the Excellency of the Work 
It is of all other the moſt Glorious and; 
Honourable Work that any can be engaged 
in; viz. To Reform himſelf, and to Ref. 
form others. It is the Work of God; and 
it is Man's Honour that it is made his: I 
was the Unconceiveably Glorious Work dl 
God to make Man at firſt out of nothing; 


Hut it is a much more Glorious Work 1 
| creat 


—— 
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upon C O R. 16. 8, 9. 19 


create him again from worſe than Nothing 
unto good Works, Eph. 2. 10. And it is our 
Honour that we are faid herein to be 
Workers together with God, 2 Cor. 6. 1. 
He is pleaſed ro condeſcend to do us this 
high Honour, to take us intoa Fellowſhip 
of his own Work; and to caſt this Glory 
upon our Indeavours. In this Reſpect 
Men are ſgid to Save, and are called Savi- 
ett ours, Fam. 5. 20. 1 Tim. 4. 16. Obad. 21. 
Nebem. 9. 27. The godly Judges are called 
Saviours, not only that they fought their 
Battels. and ſaved them from their Enemies: 


Tout that they alſo reform'd them, and 
XL porged them from thoſe groſs Cortuptions 
We, und Impieties which provoked God to 
Do end cruel Enemies againſt them. Let o- 
TU gers value themſelves, and boaſt of the 
atch onour of their high Employments under 
heb great Princes, what is this to the Honour 


10d Men have from God, who are en- 
aged with him in his moſt Glorious 
fork: Vork; and are ſaid to Save Souls from 
S Path, and to Deliver them that were g0- 
nz down to the Pit of Deſtruction ? 7% 
3. 24. What though Profane Men Deſpiſe 
. yet the Day is coming, that Glorious 
15: ay, when they that turn away Ungodli- 
els from Facob, and tum Men to Righ- 


2 4 ouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
my e Firmament, and as the Stars for ever 


B 2 and 


againſt God; it was the Work even 


1  —— 
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and ever, Dan. 12. 2, 3. when others {hall 
riſe to everlaſting Shame and Contempt. 
We have this Honour alſo, that in this 
Work we are faid ro be helpers of God 
againſt his Proud Enemies, 7udg. 5. 23. 
He complains he was weary to bear them, 
and that he was preſſed under them, as a 
Cart is preſſed that is full of Sheaves 
Amos 2. 13. at another time, that he was 
grieved at his Heart, Gen. 6. 6. in all 
theſe Expreſſions, humanum dicit, he 
ſpeaks after the manner of Men, grieved 
and oppreſſed; and can we evermore ſea- 
ſonably Honour God and Honour our ſelves 
too? Then to be on God's fide, and to come 
in to his Help and Relief, we are in this 
as in other Acts of Obedience, the true 
Friends of God; when Profligate, Profandſ 


Debauchees, ate declared Rebels and Ene 
mies of the Almighty. All the Patriarch 


and Prophets, the Righteous Judges, Kinę | 
and good Men; were all in this Work of, 
Reformation, to cleanſe Kingdoms ani. 
their Families as they could of what wa, 
Chriſt himſelf, when on Earth, who ng. 
only came to bring this Bleſſing, to tu; 
Men from their lniquities, A. 3. 26. bi. 
took upon himſelf ro Reform and Puy 

the Temple, by caſting out the ProfanersF, 


pon I R. 16. 8, 9, 21 
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it; and now can we have the Honour of 


Il better Work, and better Company ? 
MB 2dly, From the conſtant Necetlity of Re- 
5 formation; it is a Work that muſt be car- 


ried on as long as the World endures: 
3. There ever were, and ever will bz, Bad and 
Scandalous Men, as well as Good and Ver- 
tuous; unleſs we may hope for the rerarn 
e, Jof that Golden Age feigned by the Poets, 
Que, vindice nullo pana metuſq. aberant, 
ay &c. 023d. There was need of no Puniſh- 
cr, for there was no fear of any Hurt, eve- 
veal ry Man did what was Right and juſt. We 
ſea: look for no ſuch Times. But this we 
are ſure of, that there is no Chriſtian, or 
oM'y civilized State or Kingdom, bur thinks this 
this Work fo Neceſſary, at leaſt to their Well- 
being, that ſome means muſt he uſed for 
it, or all will come to Ruin. Noifome 
E hurtful Weeds will be growing in the 
Field of the Church and State, which muſt 
be watched and weeded out; and all Men 
that have any Senſe or Fear of God, or 
Y any Concern for the Good of the Commu- 
nity, ought in their Places to lend their 
Helping-hand to it ; bur eſpecially the Mi- 
niſters of the Sword, and Miniſters of the 
Word. It is a dreadful Character that is 
Eeiven of the People of Laiſb, and a Pre- 
ſage of their Ruin, that they lived Care- 
Meſs and Secure, and that there was no 
7 Magi- 
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Magiſtrate in = Land ro put them to 
Shame, Judg. 18. 7. Men will corrupt 
themſelves, and "Thoſe will be corrupting 
others; then Exſe recidendum eft — then 
is the time for Magiſtrates to uſe theit 
Power, that the bad may be ſuppreſſed, 
and others may fear, that all be not cor- 
rupted. We ſee Puniſhments uſually have 
their good Ends, but then they muſt be 
continued. Natura expellizs furca—Put 
Sin to never ſo much Shame in any, yet 
we ſadly ſee it muſt be repeated; and 
new Occafions will ariſe to find Magi- 
ſtrates Work, as long as there's any.3 
2dly, From the end of Magiſtracy and 
Miniſtry; they are the Ordinance and Mi- 


niſters of God, to attend conrinually upon 


this very thing, Rom. 13. 6. The Law, faith 
St. Paul, is not made for a Righteous Man, 
but for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for 
the Ungodly and Profane, 1 Tim. 1. 9. 
Therefore Miniſters, of the Word muſt 
warn and convince them of their Evil ; and 
Magiſtrates muſt be Terrors and Reveng 
ers to execute Wrath upon them that do 
Evil, Row. 13. 2, 4. Magiſtrates are God's 
Depuries upon Earth; and to beget Reve- 
rence toward them, he hath put ſo much 
of his Honour upon them, that they are 
called Gods, P/al. 82. 1, 6. He hath 
given them ſuch Dominion“ over Men, and 

| armed 


upon 1 COR. 16.8, 9. 8 23 
armed them with ſuch Authority, as ſhould 
make them value themſelves in this their 
Relation to God, and oblige them to Serve 
him Faithfully, who hath Called them, and 
will Reward them; and to ſee that they 
be not Partakers of other Mens Sins by their 
Remiſneſs and Negligence. 

athly, From the good Ends of ſuch En- 
deavours for Reformation. It any ask 
Aorſum bcc? What means all this ado ? 
An. All theſe Endeavours are, 1. For the 
good of particular Oftenders 2%, For 
the good of the whole, and the preventing 
Its Ruin. 

1. For the good of particular Oilenders, 
and to prevent their Ruin both here and 
for ever. Sad Experience makes us fee 
what Miſchiets tooliſh People bring upon 
themſelves, and ſœe it not: How little Re- 
gard they have to their Health and Life; 
to their Eſtates and Fortunes; to their 
Families, Wives, and Children, and all 
that depend upon them; to their Peace, 
their Credit and Reputation, as well as to 
their Soul's Good and Welfare: All theſe 
Goods they blindly and willingly Sacrifice 
to Devils, while they Sacrifice them to 
their Luſts and Debaucheries; and to make 
lure to bring down the Curſe of God up- 


on them, they uſually add the profaning of 
the Lord's Day, which he will not hold 
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them Guiltleſs for. It is Notorious in 
Priſons, eſpecially in that great Goal of 
Newgate ; I have it from the Teſtimony of 
the Ordinary of the Place ; that of the 
few that Die from thence with any Senſe 
of their Guilt, he hardly ever knew any 
ſuch executed, but they lamented moſt 
their Sabbath-breaking: That they for- 
ſook God and his Worthip, and he juſtly 
forſook them, and left them 10· fall into 
thoſe Sins which brought them to that 
ſhameful End. Now what ſhall we ſay 
for the Amendment of ſuch, but as So/o- 
mon, that in their Folly they go thus Aﬀray 
and that what the Authority of the Word 
of God cannot do to convince them, and 
reſtrain them, and make them better, the 
ſenſe of Shame, and loſs by Puniſhments 
from the Authority of Magiſtrates muſt? 
We may ſay of the fooliſh Children of the 
Kingdom, as Solomon ſpeaks of Children 
of a Family, that Folly is bound up in 
their Hearts, but the Rod of Correction 
muſt drive it far from them, Pro. 22. 15 
And becauſe ſuch Corrections are not more 
frequently uſed, the Hearts of the Sons of 
Men are fo fully and ſadly ſet in them to do 
Evil, Ecc/e/. 8. 11. It is God's way to a- 
waken Men by Puniſhments, when his 
gentler Means will not prevail. Puniſh- 
ments naturally tend to the making Men 
. : 1 cor-· 


upon 1 CO R. 16. 8, 9. & 29 


In conſider and come to themſelves, who 
of have been long ſtupified and drowned in 
of their Luxury and Wickedneſs. Correction 
* and Admonition hath made many a Child 
ſe good, which otherwiſe would have been 


y a Child of Perdition. I may fay as the 
{t Apoſtle. Heb. 12. 1s. no Puniſhment for 


r- the preſent ſeemeth Joy ous but Grievous, 
ly but after it y ieldeth the Fruit of Righ- 
to tcauſneſs to their Peace and Comfort, 
at and happy it is then for ſuch that they 
1y have felt ſuch Puniſhments and CorreCti- 
o. ons. I doubt not many can ſay by Experi- 
y; ence, with him, Periiſſem niſi pertiſſem, I 
rd had been undone, if ſuſfering had not a- 
nd wakened me to conſider and amend. 

he Obj. But this was not St Paul's Courſe: 
"Ns The Weapons of his Warfare were not 
ft2 | Carnal, but yet they were Mighty through 
he God, to the turning and mending Sinners, 
en 2 Cor. 10. 4. 

in Anſ. Tis true, and ſo I truſt are the 
on Weapons of our Miniſtry through God's 
5. Bleſting; and it is as true alſo, that St. 
e Paul was no Magiſtrate, nor were there 


of then any Chriſtian Magiſtrates that had 
do Authority to puniſh ſuch Offenders : But, 


a- 1. He could and did inflict much ſoret 
"is Punilhments upon ſcandalous, diſorderly 
h- and incorrigible Sinners that were Chriſti- 
en ans; and that was to deliver them over 
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to Satan ro Punith and Torment them in 
their Fleſh and Bodies, that they might be 
awakened, and brought ro Repenrance, 
that the Soul might be ſaved in the Day of 
the Lord Jelus, 1 Cor. 5. 5. In the want of 
other Power, the Apoſtles and others were 
forcd to appeal to God, that He might 
Punith them M iraculoufly. 

24ly, Bur yet the Apoſtle tells you what 
Magiſtrates ſhould do, according to their 
Office, whether Chriſtian or Infidel, big. 
to be Terrors to evil Doers, and not to 
bear the Sword in vain: Bur that as they 
are the Miniſters of God, they are to be 
Revengers, to execute Wrath or Puniſh- 
ment upon them that do Evil. Rom. 13. 3--6. 
and they are continually to attend upon 
this very thing, and others are bound in 
Conſcience to ſubmit to them. 

34%, When Kingdoms became Chriſtian, 
Kings, and other Magiſtrates under them, 
aſſumed the ſame Authority which the A- 
poſtle aſſerts is theirs, over Chriſtians, 
and as the Kings of Judah did then over 
their People; and as Chriſtian Magiſtrates 


have done ever fince, and that rightful- 


ly to. 
2dly, The other end is for the good of 


the whole; and the preventing its Ruin 


by thoſe Miſeries, that Wickedneſs and 
Prophaneneſs unpuniſhed will necellarily 
8 | bring 


upon 1 COR. 16.9, 9. 


bring upon the Kingdom. It the too 
common Wickedneſs be not animadverted 
on and chaſtiſed, who can foreſee what 
the woful Conſequences of it will be unto 
us? To what degree of Boldneſs, yea, Im- 
pudence, will Tranſgreſſotrs quickly grow 
to! All Laws, both Sacred and Civil, will 
be trampled under Foot; Magiſtracy 
itſelf will be deſpiſed ; the Cry of Violence 
and Rapine will be everywhere heard, 
and what Confuſions will not follow. upon 
all this! Whenas if there were no King in 
Iſrael, every Man might do whar the 
Devil and his own wicked Heart might 
lead him to! Now what Remedy is left us 
to Prevent all theſe Miſchiets, bur as I 
have ſaid, if Warnings from God's Word 


177 


will not make Men fear, the power of the 


Magiſtrate muſt ? It was the fad Caſe of 
Fudah, and when they were Ripe for Ruin, 
that there was no Remedy ; no Remedy for 
their Deliverance ; when both Princes and 
People all conſpired together ro contemn 
God, to mock and miſuſe his Meſſengers 
and Prophets, 2 Chrez. 35. 16. Bleſſed be 
God, as bad as we are, we are not yet ar 
this fad paſs; God's true Worſhip is con- 
tinued among us, his Miniſters are reve- 
renc'd, nor hath Juſtice forſaken us: For 
we ſee Murders, Oppreſſions, Robberies, 
Fc. are uſually Proſecuted and n 
y 
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by our | Judges and Magiſtrates : But how 
long this will be, if profaning of God'sName 


ee rr ſ::ↄ—ũ db 


and Day, Debaucheries and Immoralities 


may go on {till unpuniſhed 2 Theſe things 
have been roo long Incouraged and Practi- 
fed; and are grown to that head nd com-. 
monneſs, that ir is now high time for 
Magiſtrates that will own themſelves on 
God's fide, to put on the Girdle of holy :icfo- 
lution, and to cloath themſelves wicheZe31, 
as with a Garmenr, that they may put a time- 
ly ſtop to ſuch Mens wicked Extravagancies, 
ſubdue them to the government of our 
good Laws, and reduce them to Order; 
that ſo they may prevent their further cor- 
rupting others by their vicious Examples, 
make them more uſeful in their Places, 
and ſo contribute to the common Good; and 
teach them to live as Men, and not as Inh- 
dels and Brutes; and ſo prevent our periſh- 
ing through the righteous Judgment 
of God: For then is God's time to work in 
Wrath and Juſtice, when Men, wirhout con- 
troul, make void his Law, P/al. 119. 126. 
When Wickedneſs grows Impudent, and 
Magiſtrates put it not to Shame to reſtrain 
it, God uſually brings his Action and Pro- 
ceſs againſt the Place and People. Scripture 
Hiſtory ſufficiently ſhews us, what Miſe- 


— 


ries general Corruption, and connived at, 


brought upon both God's Iſrael, and * 
; that 
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that were not his I1/rae? : How he fold 
them into their Enemics Hand, and made 
them that hated them, to Rule over them. 
How near we have been to this we all know, 
or might know; and that we have been 
inatchr as a Brand out of the Fire often, 
Lach, 3 2. and when the Knife has been 
even at our Throat, to have made us a 
Sacrifice to the Malice of our Bloody 
Enemĩes, even then in the Mount the Lord 
was ſcen for our Relief and Deliverance; 
Gen. 22. 14. And we may reaſonably hope, 
that as long as the Supreme Authority dorh 
not countenance. and that Magiſtrates in 
their Places puniſh Immoralities and Pro 
phanenefs, that God will nor impute them 
as National Sins, but will yet ſpare us, yea, 
rejoice over us to do us good. Thus for the 
Doctrinal part; next for Application. 

U/e 1. 2 the Apoſtle would preach 
on there, where were many Adverſaries, 
why ſhould we be diſcouraged in our Mi- 
niltry becauſe of ſuch ? He could the ra- 

. ther tarry and abide by it, not only thar he 
might confirm thoſe he had won ro the 
Faith, but that he might make thoſe that 

were Adverſaries, to become Friends. Our 

buſineſs is not only to build up Men in 

their holy Faith, but ro convert them to 

it; and to do this, if we will be faithful, 

we cannot ord inarily want n 

me 


_ - — ä—— ——̃ p — — 
5 n - - 720 1 * K 
K* 232%. „ 


- _ — — — ——_ * — 
* _ * 4 
6 . We * 


s 


727 2 * Pp 


— — 
2 7 


— — 


*, 5 0 


— 


* — 

- 

0 - — — 
— — 
— — 

n 


— 


38 A Reformation-Sermon 


— 


—— 


— 


ſome will not endure ſound Doftrine ; 
others for the love of the Luſts of this World, 
will not endure to have them touched, or to 
be convinced of their Miſery under the 
Power of them; and thus we are often ha- 
ted as Enemies, becauſe we tell them the 
Truth, Gal. 4. 16. which made Luther ſay, 
That to be a Preacher of the Goſpel, was 
to ſet all the World againſt him. And 
though the Perſons we Preach to have 
the Name of Chriſtians, and were in ſome 
Sence declared Regenerate at their Baptiſm, 
yet we are ſure too many need Converſion 
and Reformation: We not only ſadly ſee 
how little their Bapriſmal Vow doth influ- 
ence and affect them, that they live really 
as Infidels; but that they are Adverſaries 
to us alſo in Malice and Bitterneſs, in 
Scoffings and Reproaches, in expoſing our 
Infirmities, and injuring us in our Rights, 
Sc. and no leſs Ad verſaries to us than thoſe 
at Epheſus were to the Apoſtle. But what 
if all this be? I will ſay as God doth to 


the Prophet ES e. 2. 6. Though Briars 


and Thorns be with us, and we dwell 
among Scorpions, yet we muſt not be diſ- 
mayed; and as we have like Ad verſaries 
with the Apoſtle, let us follow his Me- 
thods in hope of winning and reclaiming 
them; vi g. to Preach to them, to be inſtant 
in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, Reprove, Rebuke, 

Exhort 


2 
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Exhort with all Long - ſuſftering and Doctrine, 
2 Tim. 4. 2. in Mecknels inſtructing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradven- 
ture will give them Repentance, 2 Tim. 2. 
25. making them know the Terror of the 
Lord's Judgment-Day, that we may per- 
{wade them, 2 Cor. 5. 11. bringing forth 
God even to Beſeech them, and Praying 
them in Chriſt's Name and Sread to be 
reconciled, 2 Cor. 5. 20. And though they 
may deſpiſe the plainneſs we uſe to them, 
yet it may pleaſe God. by the fooliſhneſs 
of Preaching (as they account it) to ſave 


them, 1 Cor. 1. 21. Such as theſèe were the 


Apoſtles Wages, and to be uſed by us, for 
the recovering and reconciling Adverſaries 
to God. Oh with what Wiſdom, Patience, 
and Long-ſuftering, with what Zeal and 
Courage, with what Bowels of Pity to miſe- 
rable Souls, and with what Love of our God 
and Saviour,thould we come prepared to the 
Office of the Miniſtry ! But this is not al- 
ways thought of then. There are many things 
wherein we are not row requir'd to imitate 
the Apoſtle ; as his painful Travels, his ex- 
poſing himſelf ro many Dangers and Treu- 
bles, his enduring Hunger and'Nakedneſs, 
his refuſing Wages for his Work, Cc. which 
made ſome Jeſuits in Iraly in their Sermons 
cenſure St. Pau! as Hot-headed; and Tran- 
ſported with overmuch Zeal, and Thee 

there- 
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therefore no great reckoning was to be 
made of his Aſſertions; as Sir Ed. 
Sandys tells us in his Europ. Specul. p. 165. 
It is not now as it was then; we live in a 
Chriftian Kingdom, the People generally 
under the Bonds of the Bapriſmal Covenant, 
and diſtribution is made of them to rhe Care 
and Charge of particular Miniſters, be- 
yond whoſe limits and numbers they are 
not to paſs or meddle with. And becauſe 
even among theſe fome will be Adverfaries 
to the Faith and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and to us for his fake, we are to uſe our 
utmoſt Diligence and Skill ſo to Inſtruct, 
and Convince, and Warn them, that we 
might, if poſſible, bring them to God, that 
they might be faved; bur if not, that 
we may be unto God a ſweet Savour of 
Chriſt in them that are ſaved, and in 
them that periſh, 2 Cor. 2. 15. And 
though we have laboured in vain for ſome, 
and 3 not be gathered into the blef 
ſed Fel ip of God's faithful Servants, 
in his Kingdom and Benefits, yet we {hall 
have this our Comfort, that their Blood 
will not be required at our Hands, and that 
we ſhall be Glorious in the Eyes of the. 
Lord, and Rewarded, I/. 49. 4, 5. : 
24ly, More particularly, let us not be 
diſcouraged in, nor aſhamed of the buſineſs 
and ends of our Society, before any in the 


that 
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World. Let us but compare our Caſe now, 
with the Apoſtles then at Epheſus, and we 
{hall find the - Caſe in many things very 
Parallel; as, 1. A great Door and Effectual 
was opened to him, and ſo it is to us; and 
that which made the Door fo. Eftectual 
and Opportune to him, was, partly, the 
Deſire of many, to have the Word of 
Reconciliation preached to them there, 
| as I have, ſnewed you before; and partly 
the pe ful Beginning he has made, and 
the good Succeſs he had upon his Preaching 
to them; and our Caſe is not unlike here- 
in to his: For, 1. What general Lamen- 
tation, and ſad Complaints were common= 
I heard here (from thoſe that had any 
oncern for God and the Natian's Good) 

of the Boldneſs of Man in Wickedneſs; 
with what Confidence, and Security. Men 
would Blaſpheme the Name of God, and 
Practice their Debaucheries, as if autho- 
J:ized by a Law? And therefore with 
what Fears and longing Delires have good 
Y*cople. expected ſome Reformation, that 
ſme Stop might be put to the Torrent of 
Wickedneſs, that ſo long run uncon- 
troul'd amongſt ns, and endanger'd the 
arrying away with it all good from us, 
Jive know? 2dly, Though the Fruits and 
J:ood Effects of our Endeavours be as yet 
or very great, (and how can it be ex- 
pecked 
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pected. it: ſhould be otherwile,- ſeeing our 
Province wherein we Act lyes ſo dif 
perſed and disjoined, that we. are denied 
the Advantages that more compaCted Be- 
dies of People afford for . Obſervation 
and Information ). yet this we can fay, 
that, . ceteris paribus, through the Bleſſing 
ob God we bear no very unequal Pro- 
portion to the Succeſſes and good Effects 
of the greateſt and beſt formed. Societies. 
Let us not then deſpiſe the Day of "ſmall 
things, Zech. 4. 10. 
 2dly, The Apoſtle would tarry at E- 
pPheſus; he would follow his Succeſſes, 
both to maintain what he had gained, and 
that he might win more to the Obedi- 
ence of Chriſt. Our Reſolutions and 
Practice are herein not unlike, and for the 
like Ends, viz. that we might ſomewhatF 
| abate the Rage, and give ſome Check to 
that Inſolent Boldneſs in Profaneneſs and 
Immoralities among us, and reduce the 
Uaruly into ſome better Order; and bleſij 
ſed be God, out Labour hitherto has not} 
been in vain. Let us then with the Apo- 
ſtle abide by our Beginnings, eſpecially 
ſeeing we have ſuch good Incouragement; 
we have the King and bis Laws on our {ide 
our. Zealous Metropolitan, and our o. 
Pious Biſhop incourage us; we -arehelpeql 
and favoured. by our Worthy Jultices Ml . 
anc 
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and the Zeal of many Brethren, who 
have willingly offered themſelves for this 
© Scrvice, and marked out fo many Offen- 
ders for the ſuffering of the Legal Pu- 


niſhments; hach this good Effect, that 
People now begin to ſhew ſome Fear, and 


chule rather ſecretly to Rail and Seoff, 
than ſo openly to expoſe themſelves to 
Shame and Loſs as heretofore ; So that 


if after, all this we become Remiſs, we 
ſhall both invite the return of a greater 
Meaſure of Profaneneſs, &c. and draw 
upon our ſelves more their Hatred and Con- 
tempt ; like Waters reſtrained a while by 
a Dam, as ſoon as they find a Breach; over- 
flow with greater Fury. Let us therefore, 
as we have ſo well begun, abide by our 


Work, as the Apoltle did by his. 
W .. 34%, The Apoſtle had many Ad verſa- 


ries, and fo have we; and how can it be 
expected it ſhould be otherwiſe? Al-Hi- 


tories, both Sacred and Profane, tell us, 
what Oppoſition Reformation hath ever 
met with, through ſome Mens Ignorance 


or Malice: What bloody Wars and Contu- 


| ſions it hath. cauſed through them, in Ger- 


many, France, and other Places: And with 


what ifficulty it was begun, and for a 
time continued here in this Land, vre 


"WM know ; and had bzen utterly craſh'd and 
$M tight, had 18 85 bee d Zeal, 


i 


of 
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ot our Gracious King and Queen interpoſed 
and incouraged it, and the Heroick Zeal 
of thoſe firſt Pious Reformers ſuppor- 
ted them. And for our ſelves, what falſe 
Accuſations we have laboured under, is 
Notorious; ſome charging us as Movers i 4 
of Sedition, others as Uncanonical ; n 
the firſt of theſe we cannot be; for 8 
how can we be Sedirious, who neither f 
attempt any thing to the Trouble dr Detri- A 2: 
ment of the King's or Kingdom's Peace V 
and Welfare, nor want the Laws to Pro- fe 
tect us? And there is as little Reaſon to d 
charge us as Uncanonical, or offending M N 
5 any Canon of our Church, in our 
aſſembling as a Society; let them that Ac- ar 
cuſe us produce the Canons we Tranſgreſs, Pe 
we are willing to be judged by them. Be- ſe 
ſides, it makes little to the Honour of our bu 
Metropolitan- Biſhop, that he by his Circular H. 
Letter to the Biſhops of his Province, and YO 
they from him, ſhould encourage the en- an 
tring into ſuch Societies, and all this while a! 
be ignorant of the Canons. But leaying W 
theſe trifling Objectors, let me, 
3dly, Speak a plain Word to our Adver- 
ſaries, by what Names ſoever they are tc 
be called, Whether they be invidious Ad 
ver ſaries, or Profane ; I might add alſo 
or Popiſh' Adverſaries, whoſe Buſineſs, a: 
it is ſaid of them, is and has been to De 
bauch the Nation, what they can, as k, 
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beſt Preparative to Apoſtacy from the 


Truth, and the receiving their Damnable 


Hereſies. To all ſuch, as they are Adver- 
ſaries to Reformation, let me ſay, _ 

1. Is Reformation ſo odious to you, 
and ſo frightful a thing, that you muſt 


needs be Adverſaries to it? Is there no 


good in being reformed to an orderly and 


ſober Living, but it muſt be hated rather 


as a Miſchief to you? Is the Judgment and 


Ways of the Worſt of Men to be pre- 


ferr'd before thoſe of the Wiſeſt ? Or, 
do you think and judge thoſe the Worlt of 
Men and Fools, that live in Piety towards 
God, in Love and Lowlineſs, in Innocency 
and Juſtice towards all Men, and in Tem- 
perance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity with them- 


ſelves ? I know you do not; and you cannot 


but reverence ſuch Perſons as others do. 


- 


ep 


Had you rather your Fathers and Mothers, 
your Wives, Sons and Daughters, or 
any you are concerned for, ſhovld live 


a Life of Profaneneſs and Debauchery, of 


Whoredom, Drunkenneſs and Idleneſs, 
than to live a Decent, Sober and Chriſtian 
Life? Do you not care if you ſee all the 


diſmal, ſorrowful Fruits and Effects of a 


Debauch'd and Profane Life, in all your 
Relations, Friends and Neighbours, as 
Quarrels, Fightings, Murders, Diſgrace 
in the World, loſs of Credit, impoveriſh- 
ing and ruining themſelves and Families, 
on loſs 


«+ 
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lofs of Health, and incurable Diſeaſes, c. 
and which is yet worſe, (as we have ſeen 
in the late Reigns) Men ſo horribly Per- 
fidious and Corrupt in the greateſt T7uſts, 
that we could not have the benefit of our 
Laws to Protect our Lives and Eftates? 
What Bribery, Treachery, what Inſidiati- 
ons and lying in Wait, c. was then er- 


— 


couraged to deprive us of our Lives, Peace, | 


and Fortunes? All this, and muth .more, 
we have fadly ſeen; and what Miſchiefs 
will not follow upon Debauchery ! When 
Men become debauch'd, they foon loft 
both Honour and Conſcience ; and whar 


will they not then do to ſerve their own # 


or others wicked Luſts and Intereſts? I 
know you are not ſo mad, ſo void of Rea- 


ſon, to be indifferent to theſe be ik 
ame 


you are, you are unworthy of the! 
of Man, or of the Society of Men; 


and do yon not care though you and 

and good 
Men, in Contempt of God's Laws and | 
Man's, live here without any. Hope, and | 
through God's hatred of yon, Periſh for 


yours live Odious to Go 


ever ? If theſe things be of any Force 
with you, why ſhould you he againſt rhoſe 
Ways that may reſtrain ſuch vicious Com- 


les, and may reform Men, to the bringing 
them to a better Mind, and into honeſt 
n L 4.706 a | | 7" IM and a 


ol 
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and good Ways? For is it not better that 


of Drunkards and Sots, Men become Sober 


and Temperate? Of Mad Men and Deſ- 
perate, to become Thoughtful, Serious 


and Religious? Of Prodigal Waſters of 
their Time and Subſtance, to become Fru- 


gal and Prudent, tor the Comfort of 
themſelves and their Families? Of Profane 
Swearers and Liars, who are valued or be- 
liev'd ofmone, to become Men of Truth, be- 
loved and truſted ? And of odious Cheats, 
Deceivers and Wranglers, to live Juſt and 
Honeſt Men. and fit for Dealing and Soci- 
ety in the World, Ec. If theſe things 
be ſo, then never blame us, or any, for en- 
deavouring to make Men ſuch by reform- 
ing them. _ LEES 

Let no Man think to Plead that we 
make the worſt of every thing, and that 
2 little now and then of any of theſe Of- 
fences is no great Hurt. A. God and all 
Honeſt Men are of our Mind; and the 


leaſt of any of theſe Offences-muſt be re- | 


pented of, not after the way of the World, 
in cold Hypocriſie, but in Sincerity, or 
you muſt Periſn; and if you allow your 
ſelves an Inch, (as the Proverb is) the 
Devil will draw you on to take an Ell, 
and God in his juſt Judgment for your 
wilfol Sinning may give you up to the 

. Devil, 


— 
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Devil, to blind you ſo far, that thoſe 
that love and pity you, may have Cauſe 
enough to pray tor you in Chriſt's Words; 
Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do, Luk. 23. 34. a. 
A2 aly, Muſt the Nation (generally ſpeak- 
ing) lye weltring in its own Pollutions, 
and under the Guilt of diſmal Profanc- 
neſs, &c. and no Overtures be uſed for 
the cleanſing and healing it? Mutt God's 
Name be blaſphemed ? Muſt Atheiſm be 
rather incouraged ? And all God's Fhreat- 
nings, and terrible Judgments, as Earth- 
uakes,. Famines, Oppreſſions by cruel 
2 c. upon other People and 
Nations, that we ſhould hear and fear, and 
ceaſe to do Evil, give us no Warning, and 
no Mcans be uſed to prevent the like Mi- 
ſeries to our ſelves ? © BAL? 


 2dly, Can Men expect that we ſhould 
be Partakers of other Mens Sins, by our 
Connivance, or not uſing the Opportuni, 
ties and Means to put a ſtop to the Wick- 
edaeſs and Profaneneſs that is among us? 
Cin they expect that we ſhould with Pa- 
tience look on, and ſee, and hear them 
tempting God, and provoking him to their 
own Confuſion, Jer. 3. 19. when a Door 
of Opportunity is open to us to reſtrain 
it? *Chriſtian, Charity, and the Love of 
A n, 
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God, binds us to pity ſuch, as not know- 
ing what they do; and to endeavour by 
all Lawful Means to Awaken them, and 
bring them to their Right Mind. 

4thly, Are good Mens Fears and Mourn- 
ing tor the Abominations that are among 
us, nothing to be accounted of? They fear 
what God in Anger may do againſt us,; 
what Miſeries he may let in upon us, 
and thav he may Deliver us up to the Tyran- 
ny of thoſe that Hate us, and have been 
long Thirſting after, and contriving for 
our Blood and Goods. They fear leſt the 
Decree break forth from God, to Pluck 
up, and Pull Down, and Deſtroy the King- 
dom, Fer. 18. 7. and muſt you band live 
Deſpiſers of God, his Holineſs, Jealouſie, 
Juſtice and Power, and by your Fooliſh Con- 
tempt of him, Forſake and Forfeit your 
own Mercies, of Peace, Deliverance, Cc. 
Jon. 2. 8. and no Notice taken of it? 

5tbly, Muſt we have no Concern for 
the Welfare of our Children and Families, 
and for their being Ruin'd by the Debau- 
cheries of the Age; to the Rvin of Soul, 


and Body, and Eſtate, and all that is of 


Worth to us ? Doth not daily Experience 
tell us what are the woful Fruits and 
Effects of our Profaneneſs and Immoralities ? 
How madly Men deſtroy their own Lives, 
9 ern — 
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and Families, and Eſtates by them: What 
Grief, and Fear, and Care good Parents have 
for their Children, and others they are con- 
cern'd for, leſt they ſhould run on with 
ſuch into the ſame exceſs of Riot and 
Wickednefs, to their utter Ruin? - 
. 6thly, Hath God made it the Miniſter's 
Duty and Work to blow the Trumpet, 
to ſound an Alarm, rocry Aloud, and nor 
to ſpare ; to tell People of their Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, their Heinous Crying Sins, and muſt 
they not uſe what means they can to fup- 
preſs them? Or muſt we ſay and do not, 
like them, Matth. 23. 3. when a Door is 
opened to us to invite us to do our utmoſt ? 
It you are, we are not willing your Blood 
thould be required at our Hands. 4 5 
Ithiy, To conclude, Is it all one to you 
whether you be God's Ad verfaries or Friends? 
Whether he love or hate you? Remem- 
ber, God is fafd to be angry with the Wick- 
ed every Day, and all the Day long, P/a/. 
9. 11. and who can ftand when once he 
is angry ? P/a/.'76. J. Remember, it is 4 


— 


fearful thing to fall into the Hands of the | 


Living God, Heb. ro. 31. And can thine 
Heart then endure, or can thy Hands be 
ſtrong enough to defend thy ſelf in the 
Day when he fpalk deal with thee? E2ek. 
22, 14. If you wilt iff go on to do wick- 


edly, 
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edly, 209 {hall be deftroyed, both you and 
your 
us, 1 Sam 12. 25. Nay, if you are wiltully 
relolved to become Adverſaries to God and 
Godlineſs, you do the utmoſt you can to 
deprive your ſelves for ever of any benefit 
bot the Sacrifice of Chriſt ; For there re- 
mains no more, or other Sacrifice for, Sin, 
| bur & certain fearful looking for of Judg- 
ment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall 
devour the Adverſaries, Heb. 19. 26, 27. 
4. U/e. Next to our Adverſaries, let 
me ſpeak a few words to our Friends; and, 
1. To you Right Honourable and Worthip- 
| tul, that, have been pleaſed to Honour our 
Society, to become Members of it; and 
that have been and ſtill are our worthy 
Patriots and Favourers. All our Hopes 
and Purpoſes had been fruſtrate, our De- 
* fires could not have been accompliſhed, 
nor any our Endeavours proceeded, if you 
bad not incouraged them, by lending your 
) helping Hand to us, We do always there- 
| fore, and in all places, thankfully accept it, 
and acknowledge the worthy Deeds done 
herein by you. We had never made that 
| happy, progreſs neither, had it not been for 
that Zeal you have ſhewed, and for. that 
your never to be forgotten Prudence, ſo 
worthy of you, in all. It is indeed your 


ing, who is worth Ten Thouſand of 


proper 
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Proper Work, unto which God and Man 
hath called you, and you know; to en- 
courage the finding out the Troublers of our 
Iſrael, and to be Terrors to evil Doers: 
It is not ſo properly ours, but, in this neceſſi- 
ty, it muſt be ours too, and ſhould be every 
ones. that hath any Concern for the Honour 
of God and the Nations good, to lend what 
help he cin, that this Reforming Work may 
go on, to the ſuppreſſing Vice, and theſtop- 
ping the Mouth of iniquity, that its Cry be 
not heard againſt us; if this may be a 
preventing thoſe Judgments that threaten 
us. 

And would God, to all theſe your worthy 
Deeds hitherto, you would be pleaſed to 


add the ſtrict enjoining Conſtables, and 
other Officers in their ſeveral Pariſhes, ro 


obſerve and puniſh thoſe that on the Lord's 
Day abſent themſelves from the Publick 
Worſhip of God: As the Law now ſtands, 
no Man's Conſcience would be oppreſſed 
thereby: But abundance of Wickedneſs 


would be prevented, that Thouſands off, 


People. through the juſt Judgment of God 
are ſuftered to fall into: Beſides the Ho- 
nour that would be to our Church, 
above others, in other Parts of the 
World; and the Beauty and Amiableneſs 
that would appear in Mens then 1 
made 
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made generally to reverence, God's holy | 
| Inſtitutions. ö "a1 
Let me alſo remember you, that in all ; 
that you doin this Work, you act for God, 1 
and for his Honour, who hath promiſed, 6 
and will return it in Double Honour to you, | 
with a Bleſſing upon you and yours. 
doubt not to ſay, that in all your Zealous 
acting hitherto, you have ſenſibly found | 
the. preſent Recompence of inward Peace _— 
and Satisfaction in your ſelves ; and will N 
do more; which you may look upon as an | 
Earneſt of that Reward of Everlaſting Tran- | 
quility and Joy, which God hath enſured to 4 
all thoſe that in their Places truly ſerve him. 


5. Le. To you that att in a lower Sphere | 
as Informers, that yer have ſo well con- bi 
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tributed to this Work ; and the more accep- 4 
tably, that you have ſo willingly offered | 
Four ſelves to it. You are the Magiſtrates 
Eyes, without whom they ſee linle. You 
are their Sentinels, to give. warning of Ad- | 
verſaries; and are ſo neceſſary, that Magi- | 
ſtrates themſelves, how willing ſoever,would | 
want this good Work without you. Value 

your ſelves upon this, and give God thanks N 
that he hath given you Hearts to do it. | 
It isyour Honour and Comfort to be any [ 
thing, in ſerving the. good Ends of this | 
Society. Never dread the Name of Infor- [ 

| mer, | 


— 
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mer, (time was when it was juſtly od ious, 


— 


being both the Office of lewd Fellows, of © 


the baſer ſort, Aﬀs 17. 5. ' ordinarily 
and only to cauſe Trouble and Suftering 


ro honeft, conſciencious Men, but) which 


is now Honourable with good men, while 
— eſpy and give notice of that loath ſome 
ilthineſs that hath ſo long infected and 
infeſted the Land, that it may be removed, 
and Tranquility in Church and State, be en- 
joyed. Ir is you that find out the Achars 
that have been ſo long and ſtill are the 
Troublers of our /racl's Peace. It is to 
your praiſe alſo that hitherto no Adverſar 
hath been able to accuſe you of any fal 
Information; how open ſoever their Mouths 


have been otherwiſe againſt you, Who 


themſelves account it no Reproach to in- 


form againſt a Thief or Murderer, Sc. 
Bur that is for their own ſake; and why | 
ſhould it be thought a Reproach to inform 
' againſt Men, when they Blaſpheme, ce. 
for God's and the Nation's fake ? You have 


the Protection both of God's Laws and 
Man's ; and whatever Reproaches ſuch caſt 
upon you, would rerrite you by their 

urſes, and by affixing (as they would have 
it) the odious Name of Informers on you, 
yet you may Juftly glory in it, as Bearing 


the Reproach of ' Chriſt, and With him | 


Deſpiſing 


„ rn 


Low." 
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Deſpiſing the Shame of this World, Heb. 12. 


2. Therefore rather with Joh, Jab. 3.31. 26. 


take it upon your Shoulders, and bind it as a 
Crown to you. Account it a great Reward 
from God, that Men Revile and Perſecute 
you, and ſay all manner of Evil againſt you 
Falfly, for his fake: For Chriſt hath 
Pronounc'd you Bleſſæd now, and Aſſured 
you, that great is your Reward that is 
laid up for you in Heaven, HMatib. 5. 11, 12. 
Godt Men Praiſe you, and Pray for you; 
and therefore whatever be the Malice of 
the World, faint not, but lift up your Heads, 
and look up, and ſce that your Reward 
draweth nigh, Lak. 21. 28. 

Hut ſet that you walk circumſpectly, that 


you nyt only give no juſt Occaſion to Adver- 
ſaties to reproach you: But that you have 


your Converſation ſo Honeſt among them, 
dhat vrhereas they ſpeak evil of you, they may 
by your good Converfarion; which they ſhall 
behold, be induced to glorifie God; and by 


= your: well-doing you may put to Silence 


the Ignorance of ſuch Fooliſh, Men, 1 Pez. 
2.12, 15. Wherefore, my Beloved Brethren, 


let me exhort you in the Werds of the 


| Apoſtle; 1 Gor. 15. 5B. | be. ye. ſteadfaſt; 
! unmoveable; | always abounding in this 
Work of the Lord; foraſmuch as you know 
that your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


6. Uſe. 


— . 

6. Uſe. Next to you that Deſpiſe the 
World's Reproach of being Informers, let 
me exhort others, for God's ſake, to become 
ſuch. The Door of Opportunity is as open to 
you, as to others. The Work will be as 
highly commendable in you, and render 
vou as much Valued of God and all good 

len as others. It is your Zeal, like 
Phine has s, in ſuch corrupt Times, that 
muſt help to Turn away the Wrath of D 
God, that he Conſume us not in his- Jea- br 
louſie, Numb. 25. 11. and God will Reward © 289 
ours, as he did his. You want for no be 
*ncouragement : you will follow herein ple 
the Examples of the Saints of Old, and the bo 
good Examples of ſuch now. Ir is the 
| fewneſs as yet of ſuch that makes them lh 
fo Obnoxious : Would but more of you | 00 
come in, and lift your ſelves to ſerve under th 
the ſame Banner, you would ſoon ariſe ro ib 
that Strength and Fame, as would make all 
the Adverfaries to hide themſelves, and be de 
aſhamed. I doubt not many of you areWell- de 
wiſhers of the Reformation, that Mourtr M 
to ſee Prophaneneſs, c. fo bold among ue 
us; and why then {ſhould you be wanting 
in the ſame Zeal, Courage, and Activity be. 
with others, to promote it? It would be Re 
your Honour, and fort too, to your dy ing 
Day, and in it; it would make you reveren- 
ced of moſt, and loved of good Men. Let 
none, of whatever Quality or Vers 

| thin 


es I — I I ng 


n 


»pon 1 COR. 16. 8. 4g 


think it below them to aſſiſt in this Work 
of giving Informations; it is the Canſe of 
God, and you are herein called the Helpers 
of him againſt his proud Enemies, Judg. 5. 
23. Nothing ſhould be accounted mean 
that is ſervice to the Honour of the moſt high 
God. David, though a King, d iſdained 
not, and that with all his might and joy, to 
Dance with the common People, at the 
bringing up of the Ark of God to Zeruſalem, 
Sam. 6. 14. and for this Reaſon; it was 
defore the Lord, v. 21. It was the Com- 
pla int in Nebem. 3. 5. that while others La- 
bour'd Hard, the Nobles did not put their 
Necks to the Work ofthe Lord. And why 
ſhould they not, who are more Obliged to 
God than others, and will be greater ſharers in 
the common Bleftings, that we may Reaſon- 
ably hope will be the Fruits of it? 


What though the Adverſaries be as yet 
ever ſo many, or fo great, though they 


be as mighty Zamzummias, let no 
Man's Heart fail him becauſe of them: In 
ſuch a Caſe, we muſt not fear to take a Lion 
by the Beard: Such People, whatever they 
be, are both Pitied and Deſpiſed. Their 
{Rock is not as your Rock, Deut 32.31, you 
have the Almighty God to Truſt in and Com- 
fort you, our own Laws to Protect you, 
and the Zeal of thoſe that at firſt, and hither- 
to, have bore the Brunt in this good 
| Cauſe, ſhould Encourage you: Why ſhould 
| | D you 


— — TIO 

30. + 4 Reformation Sermon 
— — — — — — 
B. fear more than them, and deny your 
lves a Fellowſhip in the Peace and Re- 
joiciag you might have with them? Can 
you bear no Shame or Contempt, no Scorn 
or Hatred from this World for your God 
and Saviour's Sake, which he has promiſed 
ſo greatly to Reward ? Marth. 5. 11, 12, 
And who prenounces a Wo to you? Who 
would have all Men ſpeak well af you? 
Luk. 8. 26. I will only Remember yon of 
that Word of his, Mark 8. 38. whoſo- 
ever ſhall be aſhamed of Me and my Word 
in this Adulterovs and Sinful Generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſha- 
med when he cometh in the Glory of his 7 
Father, with his Holy Angels. 0 
ye. 7. My laſt Addreſs ſhall be to you ol 
that are Parents and Maſters of Families: 
The Door of Opportunity is always open 
to yon; you have it ever in your own 
Power: Would you but do your own 
Parts; would you Reform your ſelves, 
and uſe that Authority which God and 
Man have given you for Reforming thoſe 
under you; the Work of Reformation fl 
would ſoon come to that Maturity and 
Ripeneſs, that there would be littte" need 
of Societies to promote it; little need of 
Informers, or of Magiſtrates and othe 
Officers trouble to Puniſn Mens Immo 
ralities and Profaneneſs: If you Would ge 
before them in Gravity and 8 — 
an 
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and be a Pattern to them of Ugcorrupt- 
nefßs and Sincerity; if you would Inſtry& 
them in the Knowledge of their Duties 
to God and Man, and in vour Families 
Pra with, and for them : If yon would 
W ſhew a ſtcady-loving Z2al and Concern 
tor God and their Welfare; not to en- 
dure a wicked Servant or other with you, 
to Corrupt others; never to be Guilty 
| your ſelygs, nor allow your Children or 
Servant in any Fraud or Diſhoneſty in Word 
or D:ed ; if you would ſhew your ſelves, 
and indeavour to bring on others, to a 
Reverence of the Lord's Day, and his Holy 
Inſtitutions for Worſhip, both Puhlick 
and Private; would yay let the Praiſes 
Iof God be heard in your Fun in 
enging forth the Honqur of his Name: 
Were the Word of God read and reve- 
Irenc'd,, and you reſolved to make it the 
Law to Govern your ſelves, and all yours, 
dy. Were theſe things practiſed, O how 
Great, how Manifold, would the Bleſhngs 
te, that would ariſe from ſuch right or- 
pcring your Families! All theſe things are 
1 tore Meafure practiſed by thoſe that 
dae truly Pious and Honeft, and ſhould be 
" } every Chriſtian, Rich and Poor. And 
Were theſe things but ſeriouſly endeavour- 
, then would true Religion recover its 
onour, Eſteem, and Reference; Then 
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| Nurſeries godly Families are to the dif 
ſperfing Abroad its lovely Fruits of Ver- 
tue and Godlineſs; and to the ſending 
forth ſuch righteous Branches, as would 
be Bleſſings both to Church and State 
And you the Fathers. an4 Governours of 
ſuch Families, that have diſtinguiſh'd younſ 
ſelves from this wicked World, by own 
ing and hanouring God in the midſt off 
a perverſe Generation; he wilt make yo 
to be. honoured in your Time and Genera 
tion, 1 San. 2, 30. You will enjoy Peac@ 
and Comfort in your ſelves, from th 
Teſtimony of your Conſciences, that i 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with 
fleſhly worldly Wiſdom, but by the Grac 
of God, you have had your Converſa® 
tion in this World, 2 Cor. 1.12. and ma 
very. reaſonably hope to ſee the Bleſlinf 
of God upon all yours, as the Fruit off 
your” Endeayours with them, and ſav 
them from the Sins, the common Si 
of Profanenefs and Immorality, and fro 
thoſe Miſchiefs that are the uſual Fruif 
of wicked and debauch'd Families. A 
Who. is able to Recouat them? Profat 
and Debapch'd Families are the comme 
Seminaries and Source of all the Filth 
neſs and Lewdneſs that is among us. 
fich Families all kind of Vice and Nauf 
tigeſß is bred and nouriſhed: There 
Drunkenpeſs : . Whoredoms, Brawli 
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upon 1 COR. 16. 8, 9. 33 5 
and Quarrels, there is Pride and Oppreſ- 
fron, Swearing and Forſwearing, Blaſphe- 
my, Curling, and little or no Calling up- 
on God, naleſs it be to Damn one another: 
So that they are the very Image of Hell; 
there the Devil bears Rule, the Curſe of 
God is upon them and theirs, Prov. 3. 32. 
There Cnildren, otherwiſe Hopeful, are 
Ruin'd by the Parent's ill Example, or in- 
curably corrupted by their wicked Servants. 
There Maſters, otherwiſe far from being 
Fools, are ſo infatuated and beſotted, that 
their Eſtates, and ſometimes very great 
ones, Waſte and Conſume Remedileſly, 
and this help'd on, too commonly, by 
Faithlcfs Servants : And who can Pity ſuch, 
who will neither Regard God themſelves, 
nor endure an honeſt godly Servant to 
Dwell in their Houſe > Such Authors they 
have been of Miſchief and Wickedneſs, 
that little Good is expected from thoſe 
they leave behind them ; in ſhort, the 
Fruit of all is this, they are deſpiſed while 
Alive, and their Memory rots when Dead, 
Prov. 10. 7. I will add yet further, that 
from hence, as from a corrupt Fountain, 
are ſent forth into Grammar-Schools ſuch 
vicious Children, as Corrupt, and ſome- 
times, utterly Spoil others; where they 
learn thoſe firſt Rudiments of Vice and 
Naughtineſs, that they are never cured of to 
their Dying Day. There is hardly that 
Wickedneſs named, that is not to be found 
MY | in 
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in great and Publick-Schools, which ſome 
Children bring with them thither. 
that godly Parents, that would hape their 
Children live the Servants of God, and 
dread the Thoughts of their periſhing 
with the World, are at a great Loſs what 
to do with them, and where to have them 
Educated, that they may retain thoſe good 
Impreſſions wrought. on them, or may be 
preſerved from being infected by others. 
From theſe Schools iney are removed, ei- 
ther to Places where they are bred up for 
Trades, or to the Univerfitics, and from 
thence, ſome to the Inns of Court: To 
all theſe Places they uſually carry the ſame 
corrupt Minds, (if happily they learn not 
to be better ) ſome of thele through their 
great Merits arrive. to the greateſt Poſts 


in Church and State, hut in all their Way 


thither retain genecaily their bad Taint, to 
the hurt of both; unleſs ſome through 
God's, great Mercy. eſcape out of. this 
corrupt Eſtate, as Brands out of the Fire, 
By this you may ſadly ſee what a miſ- 
chievous Influence diſorderly and profane 
Families have upon the whole Body of 


the Nation; and if all this will not con- 


vince jou of what, Importance it is, to 
look carefully to the governing your ſelves 
and Families in the Fear of God, Jou 
muſt be Content, (if it will 5 Com- 
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ces of the Neglect of it. It ; is this "well 
ordering Families that keeps up the Face 
and Honour of Religion in Nation Eng- 
land could once be ſaid, in this ReſpeQ, to 
be the Glory of all Lands, in that I believe 
there never were ſach a Stock, for Num- 

ber and Quality of Religious Families, as 
were once in this Land ; though by Malig- 

| nant, Mouths and Pens repr 2 d as Pur i- 
tans: It is a hard thing among our pre- 
ſent Gentry or Nobility to find ſuch now. 
But this I know, and am ſure of, that you 
never knew any truly Honeſt Man but 

did in ſome Meaſure endeavonr to ſhew. 

| himſelf ſuch, by the godly Care of his Fa- 
mily ; nor can you find any Saints in the 
Scriptures of the Old or New Teſtament, 
but it is either expreſt or implied in their 
Hiſtory, how careful they were to have 
God honour'd in their Families, and by 
them. , Enoch walked with God, Gem, 

5. 24. 80 did Noth, who was Righteous 
and Perfect in his Generations, Gen. 6. 9. 
and this neither the ane nor other could 
be and do, unlefs both them and theirs 
| ſerved the Lord : But of Abrabam, Who 
is honoured! to be called the Friend of 
God, Jam. 2. 23. and the Father of all 
them that Believe, ar are true Chriſtians, 
Nom. 4. 11. It. is Gods expreſs Charatter, 
Gen. 18. 19. T know him * he will 


Command nis Giftldren a nd his W 2 
5 vfter 


: 
—— 
_= 
- - 9 


v9 


* 
W ** 


5 65 — — Te 127 


Ml 
8 
f 


14 

as 

4 

= + 
| 

: 

7 

b 

” 
13 
g 


al therefore they wanted not his In- 
Mons of them, nor his Prayers with | 
for them. 15 doubt not the ſame 
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2 Reſolution As for me and my 
Houſe we will Serve the Lord, N 24. 15. 
David's is more particular aud fü "Plat. 
101, Cormelitts Rated god worſhipp: ed God 
with all his Houſe, 10.. 2. Tizy were 
all of a'Mind, they would have no witked 
People Dwell with them, but as near as 
they could would have all E get 
to them to be Setvajits of the Living God. 
Now to. conglade, would Men but 2 5 
veur” to follow. the Steps of theſe e 
iq beloved of God; would they approv 
7 _ "heinſelves the true Children ae, 
as they would Iaherit his Blefſing in Re- 
- forming 
ett Cbitdren and their Hopſholds to keep 
tte e of "the Lord, O happy Nation 
, 600d 0 ber Then would: Ri ighteois 
Men Rejoice, and all 4niquity- would: ſtop 
der Month, V 107: 42. Khan; if ever, 
8 Wes Men fer under their OWN Vines, and 
Le r'Their own fig: Trees, in Peace, and 
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might be ſaid of *Faac and "Fagob,” . 


themſeltes, and Commanding 
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after him to keep the Way of the Lord; 
and therefore they wanted not his In- 
ſtructions of them, nor his Prayers with 
and for them. I doubt not the ſame 
might be ſaid of Iſaac and Facob. Po- 
ſhad's Reſolution is, As for me and my 
H »>uſ- we will Serve the Lord, Foſh. 24. 15. 
David's is more particular and full, P/a/; 
101. Cornelius feared and worſhipped God 
with all his Houle, AZ. 10. 2. They were 
all of a Mind, they would have no wicked 
People Dwell with them, but as near as 
they could would have all that belonged 
to them to be Servants of the Living God. 
Now to conclude, would Men bnt endea- 
vour to follow the Steps of theſe Szints, 
ſo beloved of God; would they approve 


themſelves the true Children of. Abraham, 


as they would Inherit his Bleſſing in Ke- 
torming themtelves, and Commanding 
their Children and their Houſholds to keep 
the Way of the Lord, O happy Nution 
thould we be! Tnen would Righteous 
Men Rejoice, and all Iniquity would ſtop 
her Mouth, Pſa! 107. 42. Then, if ever, 
would Men fer under their own Vines, and 
nader their own Fig-Trees, in Peace, and 
Bleſs the Lord, 1 Kin 
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